in their entirety. Even when, as a boy, he was sent by his father to the craftsmen, he did not merely watch them at their work, but looked into their business and social conditions and sought to form general ideas of the mutual influences of occupation and life. This was his method everywhere and at all times. Hence Praulein von Kletten-berg was fully justified in saying to his mother: "When your Wolfgang goes to Mainz, he brings back more knowledge than others returning from Paris or London.*' What pains he took in Alsatia to become acquainted with general economic conditions, the mines, smelting-works, factories, etc., we have already seen. Elsewhere, too, especially in Saxony, we can see that he made good use of time and opportunity for the same purpose.
His rare knowledge of the real factors of the life of the people and of the state gradually made him less and less susceptible to general doctrines and artificial ideals of state, such as were nurtured in France and reflected in Haller's Usong or Wieland's Der goldene Spiegel. He failed to see how, with such abstractions as a starting-point, particular institutions, existing under definite conditions, could be improved. Such a book as Moser's Patriotische Phantasien must, on the other hand, have appealed to him very strongly. Here a man in practical life had started from actual conditions, and out of his mature experience had made suggestions for improvement, first of all in Ms own immediate vicinity, that of Osnabruck. He had investigated the questions of how best to promote agriculture and trade, and prevent too deep indebtedness; how to find the proper mean between complete freedom and complete bondage of the individual with respect to the disposal of his person and his property; what was the most feasible system of poor laws; whether foreign competition was to be tolerated and reciprocal free trade granted; whether colonists should be induced to immigrate; whether the interior cities should not act independently of seaports and of England in their transmarine commerce, the neighbouring estates of the realm unite in common enterprises instead of